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General Knowledge
Victorian School Day
When Queen Victoria came to the throne in 1837, education was
still mainly for the privileged; most poor children did not go to
school. In 1870, a law was passed saying that children aged
between 5 and 10 had to attend weekday school. The leaving age
was raised to 11 in 1893. Even so, many children were kept away
from school by parents and employers, who would rather have
them earning money.
Boys and girls generally were separated, having their own
entrance and playground. Some classes were very big, for
example the British School in Hitchin has a classroom for 300
boys!
School Equipment
Teachers wrote on a blackboard and children often wrote on
slates. They scratched the letters onto the slate with a
sharpened piece of slate. Victorian classrooms often had an
abacus and a globe. Older children used pen and ink to write.
Each child had an inkwell and a fountain pen. It was the job of
the ink monitor to fill the inkwells each morning.
Child Labour
Thousands of children worked in the mines and factories during
the Victorian times. Until 1842, when new laws were introduced
to stop children under 10 working in mines, children as young as
four would have been working. In addition, some young boys
worked as chimney sweeps in wealthy houses; they climbed up
chimneys and many died from suffocation or severe burns.
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Born – May 1819. Died – January
1901. Reigned between June 1837
to January 1901. She married her
first cousin, Albert, and had nine
children. Only wore black after her
husband died.

Dr. Thomas John Barnardo
Born: July 1845, Ireland. Died: 19th
September 1905. London, England. An
Irish philanthropist and founder of
homes for poor children. The first
Barnardo’s home was founded in 1867
and gave homes to nearly 60,000
children.

Born- April 1801. Died- October
1885. Brought changes to Britain’s
factories and improving working
conditions.

Born- February 1812. Died- June 1870.
Appeared on the £10 note. One of the
most famous writers in his time. He
published 15 novels including A
Christmas Carol.
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